
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
Helping with reading: ages 7-11 
How to encourage your child to read: 
Read yourself! Talk about the reading you do at work and at home. Let your child know that reading is an important part of 
your life. 
Keep books safe. Create a special place for your child to keep their books. 
Visit your library – it’s free to join! As well as taking out story books, use visits to the library as a time to find books about 
your child’s hobbies and interests. 
Make time to read. Set aside a time for reading with the family – after school or before bedtime. Encourage independent 
reading but don’t be afraid to still tell a bedtime story. 
Don’t just read books. Encourage your child to read newspapers, TV guides, comics and magazines. Ask your child to find 
out information from the Internet, cookery books, etc. 
Let your child read with younger children. Encourage children to read to other members of the family. 
Keep in touch with school. Make sure your child swaps their home reading books regularly at school and try to make a 
regular time slot of about 10 minutes to hear your child read. 
If English is not your family’s first language: You can buy dual language books. You can talk about books and stories in any 
language. 
How to help with reading: 
Be positive! Praise your child for trying hard with their reading.  
Spot words inside words. Help your child to spot words they know within larger more complicated words. 
Let them read their favourites. Don’t worry if your child only reads one kind of book. If they are really stuck, ask the 
librarian or teacher to suggest something else they might like. 
Make the story come to life. Encourage your child to read with expression. This will help them read more fluently. 
Ask lots of questions about the story. What would you have done if you were…….? Does this book remind you of anything 
that has happened to you? Can you guess what is going to happen next? 
Use a dictionary. Buy a simple dictionary and use it to check the meanings of new words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every day in school, the children participate in a wide range of 
reading activities that include guided reading, comfy read and read 
at three.  In addition to these super activities, opportunities also 
arise in other subjects which involve reading and making links.  
Children are also selected, on a weekly basis, to share a book, that 
they love or have enjoyed, with the rest of the class during 
recommended read.  Along with reading in school,  all children are 
encouraged to read at least three times a week at home. 



 

Recommended Fiction… 

 

‘The Boy who Flew’ by Fleur Hitchcock 
Aimed at: Year 5 & 6 readers. 
 
If you enjoy mystery and excitement, then this book is for you! 
Athan Wilde dreams of flight. When his friend, Mr Chen, is 
murdered, Athan must rescue the flying machine they were 
building together and stop it falling into the wrong hands. But 
keeping the machine safe puts his family in terrible danger. What 
will Athan choose - flight or family? 
 

 

‘WILDSPARK’ by Vashti Hardy 
Aimed at: Year 4, 5 & 6 readers. 
 
Wildspark is set in a world of incredible technology where the 
spirits of the dead can be given a second chance at life within 
animal-form mechanical bodies. Prue, with her aptitude for 
the mechanical, takes her brother’s place at the school of 
mechanical science in the city of Medlock. Prue’s secret goal 
is to find a way to bring back her brother, complete with the 
memories that other second-lifers lack.  

 ‘BOOT: Small Robot, Big Adventures’ by 
Shane Hegarty 
Aimed at: Year 3 & 4 readers. 
 
When toy robot, Boot, wakes up at a scrapyard, it has no idea 
how it got there and why it isn't with its owner, Beth. It only 
has two and a half glitchy memories, but it knows it was 
loved, which means something important to humans. With 
new friends by its side, Boot is determined to find Beth and 
the gang set off on a dangerous adventure. Everything Boot 
thought it knew about the world is changing and things aren't 
as simple as it remembers… 

 

‘The Jolley Rogers and the Pirate Piper’ by 
Jonny Duddle 
Aimed at: Year 2 & Year 3 readers. 
 
One morning the townspeople of Dull-on-Sea wake to find 
that their town is overrun with rats. Just when everyone is at 
their wit's end, a nautical stranger who plays the pipe turns up 
and offers to get rid of the rodent problem - for a fee. Once 
that rats have gone, the greedy mayor refuses to pay - so the 
Pirate Piper plays an enchanted tune and leads the children 
away. It's up to Matilda, Jim and Nugget to save their friends. 

What are YOU reading? 
 

Have you read a book you’d love to recommend in the newsletter? 
Write a recommendation with the title, author, your name and class and a reason 
why you’d recommend it, to be in with a chance of it being featured in our next 
newsletter! Please pass your recommendation onto Mrs Wilding or Mrs Bolton in 
Yellow 6. 


