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All Sandwell Headteachers 

 

My Ref: CW/DC 

 
During COVID-19 please email: 
Debbie_Campell1@sandwell.gov.uk 
 

Please ask for: Chris Ward 
 

Date:   8 June 2020 
 

Dear Colleagues 

 

Hopefully you have had a good weekend and are raring to go again 

this week. There are a few updates this morning and information 

about a useful resource pack which will be coming your way from 

Public Health shortly. 

 

DfE Guidance Updates 

The Government have updated guidance on entry requirements for 

providers of Initial Teacher Training (ITT) to reflect the temporary 

change to the candidate entry requirements. They have temporarily 

relaxed C1.1 and amended the accompanying advice to allow 

candidates who are not able to provide evidence of meeting the 

required GCSE equivalent standard before starting a course, as a 

consequence of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, to start the 

course. In order to continue on and complete the course, they must 

provide evidence by 30 November 2020. 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-initial-

teacher-training-itt 

 

They have also updated the criteria and supporting advice, based on 

current public health advice, to help Initial Teacher Training providers 

reduce the impact of Coronavirus (COVID-19) on their ITT provision. 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/initial-teacher-training-criteria 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-initial-teacher-training-itt
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-initial-teacher-training-itt
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/initial-teacher-training-criteria
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The Government has announced extra mental health support for 

pupils and teachers. There will be online resources and charity grants 

to help schools and colleges respond to the impact of Coronavirus on 

mental health and wellbeing. More information will follow on this 

shortly.  

 

Public Health: Schools Resource Pack 

A useful pack has been pulled together on how Public Health and 
schools can manage COVID-19 outbreaks. The pack includes letter 
templates for various situations which I think you will find very helpful 
as everything is in one place for schools. Included are: 

• Local area key contacts 

• Covid-19 message 

• Management of a suspected case 

• Management of a confirmed case 

• Arrangements for management of a possible outbreak 

• Frequently asked questions 

• Responding to cases and outbreaks  

• Letter to parents – single case 

• Letter to parents – number of cases 

• Letter to parents of close contacts – self isolation advice 

Sandwell Public Health are finalising the packs today and they will be 
either sent out later on today or first thing tomorrow. 
 
Digital Devices for Children with a Social Worker and 
Disadvantaged Year 10 Pupils. 
You will all be aware that the DFE announced in April that digital 
devices would be provided for disadvantaged families, children and 
young people who do not currently have access to them through 
another source, such as their school. Sandwell Local Authority have 
been allocated a total of 1781 devices for distribution.   
 
The devices will be delivered in two phases. Phase 1 ie 1586 laptops 
have now been received for those children and young people who 
have a Social Worker, distribution will start this week. The children 
and young people who will receive the devices have been identified 
by the Children’s Trust. The Phase 2 delivery of 195 devices is 
expected by the end of June. The children who will receive these 
devices are Year 10 disadvantaged pupils in LA maintained schools. 
(Please note academies will order directly with the DFE). These  
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children will be identified by the schools that they attend. You would 
have received an email detailing who and how the children have been 
identified and the agreement and arrangements that you will need to 
make. There have however been a number of questions raised by 
schools please see attached a FAQ document and a document 
detailing how to set them up. 
 
They are not too Young to talk about Race 
The news this week has been dominated by the events in the United 
States following the death of George Floyd and this weekend we 
have seen a number of protest marches and gatherings in and 
around our area as a result. I am sure this will lead to many 
discussions in schools around the causes and impact of racism 
which, as teachers, you will want to address with our children. We 
have attached a sheet which, although is American in origin, contains 
some useful links and background research into the recognition of 
race in children. Your teams may find it interesting background 
research in to how young children notice, and think about, race.  
 
Send me a Pic? Three sessions for 12-14-year olds on issues 
around Image Sharing 
CEOP has published a new learning resource, accredited by the 
PHSE Association, for use with 12-14 year olds to explore issues 
related to nude and explicit image sharing. Young people have been 
involved in the design of this resource, which includes lesson plans, 
short videos and factsheets. 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/professionals/resources/send-me-a-pic 
 
Transition Newsletter 
Please find attached the latest newsletter for transition from Liz 
Stevenson. If you have any queries please contact her on 
liz_stevenson@sandwell.gov.uk . 
 
Good to Know Newsletter 
The latest updates and links for working with families are summarized 
on the attached sheet. Please feel free to share the information with 
key school staff and families in your school community. 
 
I will write to you again later in the week with further updates. Like 
you, I am hoping now that guidance updates become less frequent 
from the DfE so that we can all focus on our young people, our staff 
and our wider school communities. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/professionals/resources/send-me-a-pic
mailto:liz_stevenson@sandwell.gov.uk
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I hope you have a good day. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
   Chris Ward 
   Director of Education, Skills and Employment 


