


In September 2014, the primary school 
curriculum had a radical shake-up. So why the 
big change, and how will it affect your child? 

Children in Years 3,4 and 5 have followed the 
new programmes of study since September 

2014, but children in Years 2 and 6 have 
followed the old, and will change to the new 

curriculum in September 2015.



The main aim is to raise standards, as the UK is 
slipping down international league tables. Inspired by 
what is taught in the world’s most successful school 
systems, including Hong Kong, Singapore and Finland, 

a curriculum has been designed to produce 
productive, creative and well educated students.

Although the new curriculum is more challenging, the 
content is actually slimmer than the old curriculum, 
focusing on essential core subject knowledge and 

skills. 



The Department for Education is currently in the process of reforming end of  
KS1 and KS2 tests. Last week, sample materials became available for schools to 

access. From 2016, the tests will be reported as a scaled score, with 100 
representing the expected score for each age group. 





} The new programme of study for English is 
knowledge based and develops skills and 
understanding.

} There is an increased emphasis on technical 
aspects of language (vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation).

} The learning objectives have been organised 
under new headings:

} Spoken word
} Reading – word and comprehension
} Writing – transcription (SPaG)

- composition 
(plan, draft, edit, proof read)



} Reading is to be taught mainly using phonic 
strategies.

} ‘Spoken language’ has been slimmed down 
} SPaG is much more specific and the content is

more advanced
} There are more objectives to cover within the 

writing process



} There is a huge emphasis on reading for 
pleasure

} Re-reading books because you have enjoyed 
them is encouraged

} There is an emphasis on enjoying and learning 
poetry 

} There is more emphasis on writing dictated 
sentences and summarising texts.



The most significant impact comes from 
increased expectation levels. More 

demands have been put on pupils of all 
ages, and many objectives have been 

brought forward in the curriculum – in 
some cases by multiple years.



Main ‘domains’:
ØNumber
ØMeasurement
ØGeometry
ØStatistics
ØRatio and proportion
ØAlgebra



• There is no longer a separate strand for 
using and applying mathematics

• Calculators (greater importance placed on 
mental fluency and efficient written 
methods)

• Informal written methods of calculation



} More challenging objectives, 
especially in number

} Formal written methods are 
introduced earlier

} More work on fractions, and 
increasingly complex 
understanding of fractions and 
decimals in Key Stage 2.



} Roman Numerals
} Times tables (and related division) up 
to 12x12 with emphasis on immediate 
recall so children can solve 
progressively complex problems

} Equivalence between metric and 
imperial measures

} Greater emphasis on problem solving





What has changed…..?
As part of the changes to the National Curriculum, the 

system of ‘levels’ used to report children’s attainment and 

progress was removed from September 2014. By removing 

levels, teachers have greater flexibility in the way that they 

plan and assess pupils’ learning. 

Why remove levels?
• Pupils labelling themselves

• Pace of learning too quick – racing through levels

• High performing countries don’t use levels



Assessment at Moat Farm 
Pupils are now assessed against age related expectations. 

Each year group will be referred to as a band
e.g. a child working at Year four expectations, will be within 

Band 4. 

Assessment steps
Below age expectation

Working within age expectation
Exceeding age expectation

If a child is achieving well, rather than moving on to the 
following year group’s work, teachers will plan and encourage 

more in-depth and investigative work to allow a greater 
mastery and understanding of concepts and ideas. 



Assessment at Moat Farm 
By looking at a range of assessment information, 

teachers make a judgement against the age related 
expectations each half term.

Meetings are then held with members of the senior 
leadership team, where every child is discussed 

individually and actions considered for moving the 
children forward.



Summary of points
Curriculum

� Higher expectations – is  more challenging, 
many objectives have been brought forward in 
the curriculum.

� Fewer things, but in greater depth
� Real focus on embedding subject knowledge 

and skills
� More in-depth and investigative work to allow a 

greater mastery of understanding 



Summary of points
Assessment

� Assessed against age related expectations
� Teachers will use ongoing assessments combined 

with formal tests to make judgements
� Each year group is referred to as a band
� Three assessment steps being used to report to 

parents – below, within, exceeding age related 
expectations

� End of Key Stage - a scaled score will be used, 100 
representing the expected score for the age group.


